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Why did you decide to learn
Arabic?
When I decided to live and work in
Dubai I felt it was the perfect
opportunity to learn Arabic. Whilst
business is mostly conducted in
English, to be able to communicate
in Arabic, where appropriate, is not
only respectful, but an excellent skill
to have and in a social context it is
particularly interesting and useful.

What were the other people on the
course like?
It wasn’t a classroom situation as I
opted to have a personal tutor. 
I needed flexibility in the timing of
lessons because of work and my
teacher is superb and very patient.

What does the course entail?   
My initial course was a weekly
lesson lasting two hours. This was
mainly focused on understanding
the Arabic alphabet, basic reading
and writing and getting to grips with
verbs, nouns, adjectives, past and
present tenses and the likes.

Did you have homework? If so
was it easy to fit into your work/
social life?
I usually have work to complete in

between lessons. However, I find
that I am developing what I have
learned so far at every opportunity,
mainly with Arabic speaking friends
and work colleagues.
I find I don’t actually hear a lot of
what is going on when I’m watching
television now because I can’t help
trying to follow the subtitles - that is
still beyond me at the moment!  

What did the homework entail?
Homework is written exercises and
basic translation, interpreting Arabic
speech from a coursework DVD and
practice, practice, practice.

Have you spoken the language
outside the classroom?
All the time. I can’t think of a better
way to build up my confidence and

also my Arabic vocabulary.

What has the response been like
when you have tried to speak
Arabic in public?
It is very positive and more often
than not it is met with surprise.
Trying to follow and understand a
response is the difficult part.

Was it good value for money?
Definitely. I started from absolute
scratch and from knowing nothing, I
can now read and write in basic
terms. I wouldn’t be able to do that

without enrolling in the course.

Do you intend to continue your
studies?
I really enjoy it and have started the
second level, another ten lessons.
There is a long, long way to go but
I’m really enjoying the challenge.  

The Eton Institute, isn’t it a bit far
out of town? Was travelling there
a problem?
No different to any other venue in
Dubai, it is located in Knowledge
Village so that is perfect for me. 

The 7DAYS star rating

‘Khamsa Ala Khamsa’, which
means five out of five! 

LEARN THE LINGO
Visit the web site www.eton.ac if you
want to take Arabic classes. Over 100
different language courses are available,
from English through to Urdu so almost
everyone in Dubai could benefit from a
quick visit to the web site. Sign language
classes are now also available, call 
800 3866 for details on all the courses   
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Mark Rix broadens his horizons
with a course of private Arabic
lessons at the Eton Institute

REPEAT AFTER ME: Mark gets to grips with some key Arabic phrases (above)
and (left) tries out his conversation skills on Arabic colleague, Ali Al-Shouk
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